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Neighbors, 
 
This document is meant to provide an overview of some amenities for families in our area. The list skews 
towards those with young kids since I have young kids. To the extent that amenities are omitted, it is 
partly intentional and partly oversight. I can speak about and vouch for all the items listed here. All 
suggested ages are my best-guesses based upon non-creepy observation. I will update the document 
periodically; please send suggestions and corrections to troykravitz@gmail.com. The most-recent 
version is hosted on the Spring Valley Neighborhood Association website, www.springvalleywdc.com. 
 
Regards, 
Troy 
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VII. Other 
A. Audubon Society Woodend Sanctuary 
B. Hillwood Estate 
C. Horseback Riding 

I. Playgrounds 
A. Turtle (Friendship) Park: closest playground for most neighbors, including a 
small water feature during the summer. Recently renovated and planned to 
include periodic evening events (e.g., outdoor movies and concerts) during warm 
weather. Shade coverage is lacking and the play structures skew towards a 
younger crowd. There is a sand area for infants and some smaller structures for 2-
4 year olds. The small kid section is enclosed. The climbing orb is fun for 4-8 year 
olds. Tennis courts, a basketball court, and four baseball fields are adjacent. 
Bathrooms available in the attached rec center.  

 

B. Mann Elementary School: older-kid section is currently being expanded. 
“The Backyard” section is ideal for 3-7 year olds, with diverse climbing and 
jumping options. Fully-enclosed with good shade coverage throughout, and 
directly adjacent to a 1/12 mile track for bikes/scooters and turf field for sports. 
Open to the community throughout the year during non-school hours. No 
bathrooms.  

 

C. Palisades Rec Center: best nearby spraypark, with a slide and a couple of 
other water features. Tends to get crowded but sufficient room and decent shade 
coverage remain available. Plenty of climbing nets and a fairly advanced climbing 
wall leading to a tall slide. Seems to work well for kids from toddlers on up. Sports 
fields/courts nearby and the attached rec center has bathrooms.  

 

D. Newark Street Playground: smaller, hidden playground around 39th and 
Newark. Not much of interest for older children, but enough structures for 2-8 
year olds, with the core demographic 3-6 y/o. Excellent shade coverage. No 
bathrooms. Good change-of-pace playground to visit sporadically.  

 

E. St. Columba’s Church: another hidden playground near the Tenleytown 
Metro. Fun, natural materials ideal for 1-5 year olds. No climbing options and few 
“structures” in the traditional sense. Open during weekends and after school. 
Enclosed. No bathrooms and very good shade coverage.  

 

www.springvalleywdc.com
http://turtlepark.org/
http://www.horacemanndc.org/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/palisades-recreation-center-washington
https://www.our-kids.com/activities-resources-sports-recreation-playgrounds/newark-street-park-playground
http://www.columba.org/index.php/2011/nurseryschool/directions_and_contact_information
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F. Beauvoir Playground at the National Cathedral: the mother of all 
playgrounds. Really fantastic playground open on weekends and after 
school/summer camp hours. Large, expansive play area with several distinct areas. 
Enclosed but very large. Excellent climbing options and a fun two-story slide. Well-
thought-out with attention to detail. (For example, sand area has bones buried so 
kids are “doing” archeology instead of just digging.) Shade coverage is available 
throughout although many structures are not shaded. Soccer field, basketball 
hoop [also known as a “basketball ring,” I’m told…] and a zip line are present. 
Bathrooms are often far away at the National Cathedral or Open City coffeeshop. 
Playground can accommodate 1-12 year olds but really hits its stride in the 4-10 
demographic. Tons of replayability.  

 

G. Lafayette Recreation Center and Lafayette Elementary School: the 
combined options at the rec center and the school are numerous. (The areas are 
adjacent.) The school has several distinct areas for younger kids while the rec 
center has several distinct areas for younger and older kids. Rec center includes 
some very good climbing options and also has a decent (better than Turtle, not as 
good as Palisades) spraypark. Basically unenclosed. Has a track and grass field. No 
idea about bathrooms.  

 

H. Cabin John Regional Park: pretty far away at 25 minutes driving. The 
woodsy playground is good (not great) with some fun slides and structures. The 
real selling point of Cabin John is the miniature train. Rides through the woods are 
only $2, last 10-15 minutes, and are totally worth it. Unenclosed. Large picnic area 
with tables and (maybe) grills. Probably best to assume you need to reserve a 
table if planning to picnic. Bathrooms and a mechanical pig that eats trash are 
available. Works for kids between 3 and 9 or so.  

 

I. Wheaton Regional Park: another playground quite a distance away (30 mins 
driving). The playground is good, but the draw here is adjacent Brookside Gardens, 
which includes a large park with a pond and butterfly house. I think there’s also a 
miniature train. I’m not selling it well here, but the park is worth a visit.  

 

J. Macomb Rec Center: located in Cleveland Park, this is a solid playground. 
The playground is good and includes a decent spraypark. No real highlights but 
good for a change of pace. Enclosed with adequate shade coverage. No idea about 
bathrooms. Parking is “Cleveland Park”… 

 

www.springvalleywdc.com
https://www.beauvoirschool.org/page/about/visit-our-playground
http://thefolp.org/facilities/playgrounds/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/cabin-john-regional-park-bethesda
https://www.montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/cabin-john-regional-park/miniature-train/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g41378-d7280406-Reviews-Wheaton_Regional_Park-Silver_Spring_Montgomery_County_Maryland.html
https://www.montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/brookside-gardens/
https://dpr.dc.gov/page/macomb-recreation-center-00
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K. Glen Echo: the playground is okay, at best, and lacks shade. The attraction 
here is the Dentzel Carousel. There’s a certain age when all the kids want to do is 
ride a carousel. This quenches their thirst.  

 

L. Clemyjontri Park: located out near the CIA, this playground is often 
portrayed as being the standard-bearer. I disagree. There are dozens of things to 
climb on, but the park is too expansive and too crowded. Losing your kids 
(unintentionally, that is) is almost a given. Bathrooms are present but shade is 
non-existent. Only consider going on overcast and cloudy days or you’ll regret it. 
Parking is available but may require a wait.  

 
 

II. Theater 
A. Circle Theater at Imagination Stage: cannot recommend highly enough. 
(Now called My First Imagination Stage.) Kids and adults sit on the floor in a circle. 
Plays are imaginative (e.g., a coherent story about all the fun things you can do 
with cardboard boxes) and the kids participate “on-stage” a few times each show. 
Shows are fun for kids from 1-6 years old. (Trust me, even 5 and 6 year olds will 
enjoy the performances.) Located in old Bethesda. Purchase tickets ($15) in 
advance as performances often sell-out.  

 

B. Puppet Company at Glen Echo: a retired master puppeteer (from The 
Muppets, I think) does a fully puppet show. Approachable for kids from 2-6, but I 
get the sense that enjoyment of the shows is idiosyncratic. Shows are something 
like $5 per person and tickets are usually available at the door.  

 

C. Imagination Stage: Proper sit-down theater performances with stories 
pitched for 6-12 year olds. Takes place in a real theater with real seats. Some 
themes are bit “advanced” from time to time. Season tickets for all five plays per 
year are about $135, if I recall correctly. Located in old Bethesda.  

 

www.springvalleywdc.com
https://glenechopark.org/carousel
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/clemyjontri/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/clemyjontri/
http://imaginationstage.org/shows-tickets/my-first-imagination-stage/
http://www.thepuppetco.org/
http://imaginationstage.org/
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D. Adventure Theatre at Glen Echo: Proper sit-down theater performances 
usually fairy-tale or fairy-tale-like. Good production values [I know that sounds 
ridiculous]. We haven’t attended as often as Imagination Stage but we’ve enjoyed 
the shows we’ve seen here. The stories were very approachable and may be good 
starter shows for younger ones (3-5) to gauge whether they enjoy theater 
performances.  

 

III. Swimming 
A. Wilson High School Aquatic Center: indoor pool with spectacular weekday 
hours (6-9 or so) and adequate weekend hours (9-5). Olympic-sized pool with 
diving boards and large hot tub that you’ll observe longingly as you splash around 
in the dedicated kiddie pool. Kiddie pool is warmer and has some water features 
that you may need to ask to have turned on. Guards tend to be whistle-happy 
[don’t get me started…], but this has improved dramatically over the last four 
years. Free for DC residents.  

 

B. Ocean Dunes at Upton Hill Regional Park: outdoor pool located in Arlington. 
About $7 per person but worth it. Enclosed infant pool (maybe 18 inches deep), 
dedicated pool for lap swimming, land-based play structure covered with things 
that dump and spray water on those who venture nearby, and a graded pool going 
from 3 to 5 feet (or so). The highlight are the two several-story water slides. 
Guards are way over-cautious, but I probably shouldn’t complain. [If you cannot 
yet tell, I was a pool and ocean lifeguard for many years.] This is always a fun pool 
to visit on hot summer days.  

 

C. Volta Park Outdoor Pool: only included because I feel negligent omitting it. 
Located in Georgetown/Burleith. Free for DC residents. Packed. Small. But, until 
the Ward 3 outdoor pool is built at Hearst Park, this is the closest outdoor pool 
we’ve got.  

 

www.springvalleywdc.com
https://glenechopark.org/adventure-theatre-mtc-0
https://dpr.dc.gov/page/wilson-aquatic-center
https://www.novaparks.com/waterparks/ocean-dunes-waterpark
https://dpr.dc.gov/page/volta-park-pool
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D. Germantown Indoor Swim Center: indoor pool about 30 minutes driving 
away. Good pool with terrible hours, so be sure to plan carefully. Great four-story 
slide that you must be about 44 or 48 inches to ride (sometimes enforced). Fun 
kids pool with several slides and other fun structures. Hot tub overlooks kids area, 
which is awesome if your kids are cooperative (they’re often not allowed in) or a 
constant thorn in your side. There is also a large co-ed sauna. This is a really good 
pool but it suffers from distance, hours and a ban on food inside the pool area. 
Still, definitely worth visiting during the winter.  

 

IV. Farms 
A. Homestead Farm: located in Poolesville, MD about 45 minutes away along 
River Road. Good seasonal selection of pick-your-own fruits, including peaches, 
cherries, berries, apples, etc. They have a schedule and a phone line to let you 
know what’s in-season. Tends to get quite hot, so arrive early in the morning (9:30 
opening). Lunch options are passable at best (basically hot dogs and chips). Small 
area to feed goats and chickens. No entry fee; pay for what you pick by-weight.  

 

B. Rocklands Farm: about five minutes away from Homestead. We haven’t 
picked fruit here, but the lunch options are substantially better than Homestead. 
Meat and dairy are also for sale.  

 

C. Butler’s Orchard: located in Gaithersburg, MD, also about 45 minutes 
driving but along I-270. More organized than Homestead, but collects a fee for 
entry (about $10 per car) that can sometimes back up. Pick-your-own options are 
more limited than Homestead, but has a fun (enclosed) area for kids to play, with 
slides, old farm equipment (mowers, tractors) for climbing, a tricycle ring and fun 
play structures. Food options are adequate and there are centrally-located picnic 
tables perfect for grazing children.  

 

V. Dogs 
A. Spring Valley Park: small park about a block long between Quebec, 
Hillbrook, 49th and Fordham. Nice, short trail that offers a brief respite from 
neighboring homes. Soon-to-be restored, so it will likely be off-line for a while.  

 

www.springvalleywdc.com
https://www.yelp.com/biz/germantown-indoor-swim-center-boyds?osq=Indoor+Swimming+Pools
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/rec/resources/files/aquatics/giscpooluse.pdf
http://www.homestead-farm.net/
http://www.rocklandsfarmmd.com/
http://www.butlersorchard.com/
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B. Glover-Archbold Trail: this is Penny’s favorite walk. We pick up the trail at 
Garfield and are quickly in the woods. A small creek runs alongside the trail with a 
few good places to cool off. The trail is mostly linear and runs all the way down to 
the trestle bridge at Canal Road. There are off-shoots that connect to Battery 
Kemble Park in one direction and Whitehaven dog park in the other. The main trail 
is flat, but the off-shoots have nice changes in elevation.  

 

C. Battery Kemble Park: national parkland that is used mostly by dogs. Large, 
grassy hills accessed in a variety of ways. There is a small parking lot accessible 
from Chain Bridge Road. In addition to the trail leading from the Glover-Archbold 
trail, there is a direct route from the corner of Nebraska and Foxhall.  

 

D. American University: the university allows respectful and responsible 
neighborhood dogs throughout their campus. There is a grass soccer field and a 
turf field hockey field that are often empty (at least outside the workday).  

 

VI. Seasonal 
A. Halloween: in addition to the annual Spring Valley Halloween Party 
organized by the Spring Valley Neighborhood Association (thanks for hosting this 
document, by the way…), I highly recommend a visit to Summers Farm in 
Frederick, MD. Summers Farm puts on an almost-amusement park fair for 
Halloween, but without all the annoying stuff about amusement parks. There are 
ton of things to do, from giant bouncing areas to slides to corn kernel play areas. 
Most of the activities are kind-of natural-ish. By that I mean, don’t expect shiny, 
plastic or metal stuff, which I view as a plus. The play options have been increasing 
each year, so the owners appear to be plowing the proceeds back into the event. 
Of course, there is large corn maze that can occupy kids for as long as desired. 
Saturday evenings include fireworks at 7:30pm and performers (music and 
otherwise) beforehand. You can even reserve a firepit for the evening (reserve in 
August). They’ll stock the wood and get it lit for the city-folks out there. Bring the 
brats, marshmallows and some wine and sit by the fire after the fireworks. They 
also sell food. The festivities re-open after the fireworks for another hour or two, 
including the corn maze. Summers Farm is an hour drive way, but it’s worth it 
even if you don’t reserve a fire pit.  

 

www.springvalleywdc.com
https://www.hikingproject.com/trail/7007064/glover-archbold-trail
http://summersfarm.com/
http://summersfarm.com/
http://summersfarm.com/
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B. Sledding: our neighborhood is well-located for sledding. The biggest, most-
crowded option is Battery Kemble, but we like Wesley Seminary better. The hill is 
more than good enough and usually spits kids (and adults) out quite a distance 
from the nearest street. Even when your child aims directly and repeatedly for 
Mass. Ave (ahem, ahem), the sleds stop short of the street (but not before giving 
newbies a good scare). You’ll be sure to see plenty of neighbors on the slope and 
I’ll gladly welcome more help establishing “walk up the sides; sled down the 
middle” guidance […city folk…].  

 

C. Skiing with kids: skiing and skiing with kids are two totally different things. 

For the latter, there are a few bunny hills relatively nearby. Our favorite, not 

necessarily because of the skiing, is Liberty Mountain just over the PA border. Only 

80 minutes away, the slopes are good enough for beginning skiers. Staying 

overnight is recommended, as that grants access to the indoor pool and hot tub, 

which are loved by all. The newly-built Highland Lodge is much nicer than the 

other sleeping accommodations and benefits from having the pool and main 

restaurant inside. As for the slopes, they are better in the morning before the sun 

beats them down. But, remember your audience: the kids don’t seem to care even 

if they’re skiing in mud.  
 

D. Easter: Butler’s Orchard, mentioned above, is a fun place to visit for Easter. 
The play area is open and our kids seem to enjoy running around in the somewhat 
warmer weather. Another annual hit is Flower Mart, held on the grounds of the 
National Cathedral.  

 

E. Mann Progressive Dinner: this biannual fundraiser for Horace Mann 
Elementary School is a fantastic community event. Drinks at one home, appetizers 
at another, dinner at a third – each with a different grouping of neighbors – before 
all the parties come together for dessert at the same home. Tickets sell out fast, so 
don’t debate attending for too long. And, of course, hosting is even more fun.  

 

www.springvalleywdc.com
http://www.libertymountainresort.com/
http://www.butlersorchard.com/
https://cathedral.org/event/flower-mart-2017/
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F. Embassies: Washington is rich with international institutions. Many 

embassies host open houses (often coordinated) with events geared towards 

children. Our favorite thus far is the EU Open House weekend, in spring. The 

events vary dramatically between nationalities (e.g., traditional Slovakian hand 

puppeteering), as do the grounds and outdoor festivities. The German Embassy 

has a particularly good beer garden with all the fixings, including oompa-loompa 

music. Most or all events are free but require ticket reservations to keep crowds 

manageable.  
 
 

VII. Other 
A. Audubon Naturalist Society Woodend Sanctuary: the Audubon Society has 

an outpost between Chevy Chase, MD and Silver Spring, MD. A small entrance fee 

grants access to some nice woods with a pond and observation plateau. 

Naturalists often give lectures and lead hikes through the grounds.  
 

B. Hillwood Estate: the Hillwood Estate in Cleveland Park has events 

throughout the year. The staff are incredibly welcoming (even asking if you want 

to borrow a picnic blanket) and the grounds are lovely. Dogs are welcome, too.  
 

C. Horseback Riding: Rock Creek Park Horse Stables offers short trail rides 

through the woods as well as riding lessons. Age cutoffs vary by activity.  
 

www.springvalleywdc.com
http://www.euopenhouse.org/
https://anshome.org/
https://www.hillwoodmuseum.org/
http://www.rockcreekhorsecenter.com/

